
SUPERINTENDENT’S 212 DEGREE AWARD 
At 211 degrees, water is hot. But at 212 degrees, it boils. The difference is just one degree, but it 
is significant. Boiling water creates steam and that steam has enough energy to power a freight 
train. Each day in Fayette County Public Schools, countless staff members go above and beyond 
in the service of students. To highlight those efforts, we honor some of them at our school board 
meetings with a 212 Degree recognition.  

August 2018 

This month, we recognized a group of employees who came together to create very special 
memories for an incoming kindergartener with terminal cancer and his family. 

Members of our Special Education Department work for months in advance of the upcoming 
school year to ensure that plans are in place to meet the individual needs of our incoming 
kindergarten students with exceptionalities. This year that work included getting ready to 
welcome 5-year-old Bruce Dodd to Coventry Oak Elementary School. In November 2017, Bruce 
was diagnosed with a rare and aggressive brain stem tumor called Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine 
Glioma (DIPG). Although medical advances are happening daily, the prognosis for children with 
DIPG is unfortunately extremely poor, with essentially a 100 percent mortality rate within nine 
months to a year of diagnosis.  

Last spring, a team of professionals began the process of assessing Bruce's needs for 
kindergarten this fall and developing a plan for him to be successful. At the time, Bruce had 
completed radiation and was in a 'honeymoon period' where the tumor was not growing. One of 
his fervent wishes was to ride a bus to school. Although evaluations typically take 60 school 
days to complete, the team working with Bruce and his family completed the evaluation in 20 
days. In late May, they came together to review the evaluation and develop an individualized 
education plan or IEP for Bruce. The day the team met to approve Bruce's IEP was the same day 
his family got the news that Bruce's tumor had progressed and his symptoms were increasing. 
Everyone involved felt a sense of urgency to fulfill Bruce's dream of riding the school bus to 
kindergarten. The Transportation Department, Special Education Department, and staff at 
Coventry Oak Elementary came together quickly to make June 13 Bruce's day at school.  

Steve Crowe was our bus driver for the day, and from the moment he pulled up at Bruce's home 
to the final hug and every photo in between, he made sure Bruce had a great time on the bus. The 
staff at Coventry Oak rolled out the red carpet, changing the sign in front of the school to read, 
"WELCOME TO COVENTRY OAK, SUPER SCHOLAR BRUCE." When the bus got to the 
door of the school, the staff greeting him with a large banner that read "We LOVE Bruce! COE 
Comet Crew!" They even included a Batman touch in honor of one of Bruce's favorite 
superheroes. While at school, Bruce and his mom had a chance to read in the library and play on 
the playground.  

One person involved reflected, "I had the BEST day ever. I got to wait for the bus with Bruce 
and his Mom as the anticipation built. I was so very blessed to ride with Bruce and his Mom as 
we talked about him going to kindergarten in the fall. I got to know bus driver Steve and witness 



how compassionate he was with Bruce. I saw the excitement on Bruce's face as we pulled up and 
he saw the COE staff there to greet him. After all the adventures at the school that day, I rode 
home with Bruce. He was so excited to show the bus to his brothers and father who climbed 
aboard for more pictures. I know that what we do every day is All About Kids, but on this day in 
particular, it was All About Bruce, and I am forever blessed by the experience."  

Special thanks to the following employees who went above and beyond to help make one of 
Bruce's dreams come true: Steve Crowe, Brad Daniel, Amanda Dennis, Amanda Escola, 
Shamiah Ford, Becky Goss, Sarah Goss, Christina Grace, Shannon Kersey, Erica Lewis, 
By'Shey McDonald, Margaret Miracle, John Moore, Krista Owens, Susan Owens, Michael 
Owens, Tiffany Runyon, Debi Varney, and Tara White. (Bruce passed away on August 4, 2018.) 

 

  


